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The  Urban  District  of  Knutsford. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Knutsford 
Urban  District  Council : 

Gentlemen , 

I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  present  a  Report  for  1919 ,  ichich 
shoivs  a  satisfactory  state  of  the  health  of  your  District . 

The  Report  is  more'  complete  than  any  since  1916 ,  owing  to 
the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health . 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


ARTHUR  T,  B LEASE, 
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The  Urban  District  of  Knutsford. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  1919. 

PART  1. 

Nett  Population  at  Census  of  1911,  5,124. 

Estimated  Population  C  for  Birth-rate  5,044. 

1919  (for  Death  rate  4,842. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  1,135.  'j  At  Census  of 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House,  4*5. J  1911. 

Area  of  District,  1,760  Acres. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  living,  15*0. 

General  Birth  Rate  (England  and  Wales)  18*5. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  living,  13*8. 

General  Death  Rate  (England  and  Wales)  13  8. 

Deaths  under  one  year  in  proportion  to  1,000  Births,  13. 
Deaths  under  one  year  in  proportion  to  1,000  Births  through¬ 
out  England  and  Wales,  89. 

The  Total  Number  of  Deaths  was  67,  of  which  1  was  a 
child  under  one  year  old,  and  27  were  persons  of  over 


65  years. 
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Table  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1919  and  Previous  Years. 
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Table  III. 

Deaths  Registered  during  the  Calendar  Year  1919  classified  by  age  and  cause. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
“  Residents”  whether  occurring  within  or 
without  the  District. 
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Table  IV. 

Infant  Mortality. 

1919.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under 

1  Year  of  Age. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Under  I  Week. 
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Table  V. 
Births,  1919. 
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Table  VI. 

Shewing  Deaths,  Death-rates,  Deaths  from  Special  Diseases, 
and  Old  Age  and  Infantile  Deaths,  in  the  Four  Quarters  of  the 
Year,  1919. 
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Table  VII. 

Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


(No  records  prior  to  1895). 
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Table  VIII. 


Deaths  from  Special  Diseases. 


Year. 

Small-pox. 

Measles. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Whooping- 

cough. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Diarrhoea. 

Phthisis. 

Other  Forms 

of  Tuber¬ 

culosis.  ; 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

TOTAL. 
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— 
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Table  IX. 

Cheshire  County  Council. 

Tabular  Statement  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances  for  the  Year  ended 
December  31st,  1919. 

The  Urban  District  of  Knutsford. 


Nature  of  Inspections  Made. 

Number  > 

Number  of 
Notices  served. 

c 

Result  of  Service  of  Notices. 

Statu¬ 

tory. 

Inform¬ 

al. 

Notices 
compli¬ 
ed  with. 

Remain 
ing  in 
hand 

Prosecutions, 

Insti¬ 

tuted. 

Pend¬ 

ing. 

I. 

Dwelling  Houses  (general  inspections) 

93 

5 

15 

18 

2 

' 

2. 

Cellar  Dwellings 

3- 

Back-to-Back  Houses 

4 

4- 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  &c. 

5- 

Courts,  Yards,  Passages 

150 

6. 

Privy- Middens,  Earth  or  Pail  Closets,  Water  C. 

412 

43 

71 

114 

7- 

Cesspools 

14 

8. 

House  Drainage 

185 

12 

i5 

27 

9- 

Ditches,  Watercourses,  &c. 

25 

I 

; 

I 

IO. 

Offensive  Accumulations 

25 

2 

2 

4 

»  ••• 

ii. 

The  keeping  of  Animals  (P.H.  A.,  1875,  S.  91  (3)) 

12 

2 

2 

12. 

Offensive  Trades  ...  .  ... 

r3- 

(a)  Slaughterhouses  (Public) 

,,  (Private) 

120 

15 

15 

(b)  Other  Places  where  Food  is  produced  or  soldj 

50 

14. 

Piggeries  ...  ..  ...1 

15 

I 

I 

2 

15- 

(a)  Dairies 

10 

2 

2 

(b)  Cowsheds 

52 

l6 

16 

(c)  Milkshops 

5 

16. 

(a)  Factories 

50 

2 

2 

(b)  Workshops 

60 

(c)  Workplaces 

28 

(d)  Outworkers’  Premises 

17. 

Bakehouses  (Overground) 

42 

I 

12 

13 

,,  (Underground) 

18. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

19. 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings 

20. 

Smoke  Observations 

21. 

Canal  Boats 

22. 

Infectious  Disease  Inquiries  and  Re-visits 

64 

23. 

Miscellaneous 

54 

Totals  ... 

1470 

65 

153 

216 

2 

(Signed)  R.  WILSON  MARSHALL. 
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The  Urban  District  of  Knutsford. 


PART  111. 

Knutsford  is  a  country  town,  with  no  special  industries  likely 
to  affect  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  adversely.  It  is  also  to 
some  extent  a  residential  suburb  of  Manchester. 

Water  Supply. — Pedley  and  Marthall  Brooks,  impounded 
and  filtered  (private  Company).  During  the  year  there  has 
been  occasional  apparently  harmless  turbidity.  There  has  never 
at  any  time  been  any  reason  to  consider  the  water  supply  to 
blame  for  any  outbreak  of  disease  either  of  the  ordinary  infec¬ 
tious  diseases  or  otherwise.  All  parts  of  the  District  have  a 
proper  supply.  There  have  been  no  complaints  suggesting  any 
undue  action  on  lead.  No  samples  have  been  analysed  during 
1919. 

Sewage  Disposal. — Chemical  precipitation  and  filtration. 
Three  reports  of  examination  of  effluent  were  received  during 
the  year.  The  samples  were  taken  by  the  Inspectors  of  the 
Mersey  and  Irwell  Joint  Board.  All  three  were  classified  as 
good,  and  held  respectively  the  sixteenth,  second,  and  fourth 
places  in  lists  of  about  fifty  effluents. 

There  are  approximately  64  privies,  132  pail  closets,  149 
waste-water  closets,  and  906  water-closets  in  the  District.  I 
hope  that  during  1920  measures  for  the  conversion  of  a  number 
of  the  two  former  will  be  taken.  All  Ash-bins  and  Pail-closets 
are  cleansed  weekly,  and  all  Ash-pits  and  Privies  about  once  a 
month,  and  immediately  on  request. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — Details  will  be  seen  in  a  foregoing 
Table. 

Schools. — The  Public  Elementary  Schools,  the  Manual 
Instruction  Centre,  and  one  Private  School  have  been  twice 
disinfected  during  holidays.  The  Sanitary  condition  and  water 
supply  of  the  schools  is  satisfactory. 

Food. — Milk  Supply. — Milk  has  been  provided  for  a  small 
number  of  necessitous  cases.  There  are  thirteen  persons 
registered  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order 
of  1885,  of  which  five  are  Cowkeepers  only,  five  are  Cow- 
keepers  and  Purveyors,  and  three  are  Purveyors  only.  All  the 
premises  have  been  visited  periodically  and  found  to  be  kept  in 
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a  generally  clean  condition.  Lime-washing  notices  have  been 
promptly  attended  to.  The  condition  of  the  cattle  has  always 
appeared  good,  and  no  evidence  has  been  found  of  any  milk- 
carried  disease. 

Bakehouses. — Twelve  in  use.  Periodically  inspected — 
premises  and  utensils  satisfactorily  maintained. 

Slaughterhouses. — Two  in  use.  Regularly  inspected — con¬ 
dition  of  premises  and  carcases  satisfactory. 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over.  Infectious  Disease. — Ten 

cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during  the  year.  There 
seemed  to  be  little  connection  between  them  as  one  occurred  in 
January,  one  in  March,  one  in  April,  two  in  June,  one  in 
August,  one  in  October,  one  in  November,  and  two  in  Decem¬ 
ber.  These  last  two  were  probably  connected,  and  one  of  them 
notified  on  December  30th  had  only  returned  from  Hospital  on 
December  23rd,  after  being  notified  as  Scarlet  Fever  on  Nov¬ 
ember  11th.  Inquiries  seem  to  indicate  that  the  first  attack 
was  really  measles.  All  the  cases,  except  one,  were  removed  to 
Hospital. 

Three  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified.  There  was  also  a 
child  removed  to  Monsall  Hospital  suffering  from  this  disease 
from  a  Manchester  Hospital,  where  it  contracted  the  disease 
while  an  in-patient  suffering  from  some  other  illness,  and  one 
month  after  this  child’s  return  home  two  other  children  in  the 
same  house  were  notified  as  suffering  from  Diphtheria.  As 
there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  first  child  brought  the  infec¬ 
tion  home,  it  would  seem  that  only  one  case  of  Diphtheria 
originated  in  Knutsford  during  1919. 

One  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  was  notified,  but  it  was  not  really 
a  Knutsford  case,  as  the  patient  had  only  been  admitted  to  the 
Union  Infirmary  from  an  outlying  township  the  day  before. 

Erysipelas,  one  case. 

Puerperal  Fever.  One  mild  and  apparently  somewhat  doubt¬ 
ful  case  was  reported. 

Measles,  eight  cases.  German  Measles,  twelve  cases. 

Of  all  the  above,  the  Infirmary  case  of  typhoid  was  the  only 
one  to  end  fatally,  so  1919  was  a  most  favourable  year  both  as 
regards  incidence  and  death-rate  from  infectious  diseases. 

Of  the  thirteen  cases  of  Pneumonia  reported,  eight  were 
stated  to  be  of  influenzal  origin.  Influenza  was  responsible  for 
eight  deaths,  and  pneumonia,  other  than  influenzal,  for  four. 

Bacteriological  investigations  are  most  efficiently  carried  out 
at  the  Manchester  Public  Health  Laboratory.  During  1919, 
nine  examinations  were  made  of  material  from  suspected  cases  of 
Diphtheria,  all  but  one  of  which  gave  negative  results. 
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Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  available  free  of  charge,  in  suitable 
cases,  to  any  medical  practitioner,  and  is  obtainable  at  any  time 
of  the  day  or  night  on  application  at  the  Council  Offices,  or  at 
the  private  residence  of  the  Inspector  when  the  Offices  are 
closed.  A  supply  is  constantly  maintained  at  both  places. 

Tuberculosis. — For  numbers  see  Tables. 

Notification  is  as  usual  in  this  disease  not  always  as  early  as 
might  be  desired,  but  considering  all  the  difficulties,  I  do  not 
consider  there  is  reasonable  cause  for  complaint.  I  only  make 
this  comment  because  a  reference  to  the  point  is  specially 
required  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  in  the  Annual  Reports 
for  1919.  With  few  exceptions  tuberculosis  cases  are  visited  by 
me,  but  the  only  organised  Scheme  is  that  of  the  County 
Council.  There  are  Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  at  Altrincham 
and  Northwich.  Advanced  pulmonary  cases  can  be  admitted 
to  the  Baguley  Sanatorium  through  the  Bucklow  Joint  Hospital 
Board,  of  which  Knutsford  is  one  of  the  constituent  authorities, 
but  none  were  so  admitted  in  1919. 

Venereal  Diseases. — There  is  no  local  scheme  and  there  is  no 
need  for  one.  Facilities  (outside  Knutsford)  under  the  County 
Council  are  available. 

Small- pox. — No  cases  occurred,  and  no  vaccinations  were  per¬ 
formed  under  the  Public  Health  (Small-pox  Prevention)  Reg¬ 
ulations  1917. 

Sanitary  Administration. — The  Surveyor  and  Inspector  is 
the  only  Officer  of  the  Health  Department,  except  myself.  His 
work  has  been  performed  in  a  manner  most  creditable  to  him, 
especially  when  it  is  remembered  that  he  has  had  other  duties 
in  connection  with  food  and  fuel  control.  During  my  three 
years  of  office  he  has  had  no  illness  and  practically  no  holidays. 
This  cannot  continue  indefinitely,  and  it  appears  desirable  that 
the  Council  should  consider  what  steps  cau  be  taken  to  provide 
for  emergencies  which  might  arise  in  his  absence. 

A  Visitor  for  Measles  cases  is  retained  at  a  small  fee  to  act 
as  and  when  required.  Owing  to  the  very  small  number  of 
cases  her  services  were  not  requisitioned  during  1919. 

Local  Acts. — None. 

General  Adoptive  Acts. — The  Acts  adopted  are  the  Infec¬ 
tious  Diseases  Prevention  Act  :  Parts  II.  and  III.  P.H.A. 
Amendment  Act  1890,  and  some  Sections  of  P.H.A.  Amend¬ 
ment  Act  1907. 

Bacteriological  Work. — See  under  Infectious  Diseases. 

Isolation  Hospital  Accommodation. — Excellent.  Provided 

by  the  Bucklow  Joint  Hospital  Board  at  the  Manchester 
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Isolation  Hospital.  Also  the  same  Board  has  accommodation 
for  advanced  tuberculous  cases  at  the  Baguley  Sanatorium. 

Housing. — The  Council  is  preparing  to  erect  100  houses. 
One  house  for  the  working  classes  has  been  provided  by 
private  enterprise  during  1919. 

Unhealthy  Areas. — No  new  representations  have  been  made 
under  the  Housing  Act.  Steps  are  being  taken  to  have  the 
“  Princess  Street  area  ”  dealt  with  as  formerly  intended,  but 
there  are  the  usual  difficulties  of  the  present  time,  namely  : 
high  prices. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. — This  is  attended  to  under 
the  Knutsford  Council’s  own  scheme,  which  comprises  : 

(1) .  A  Centre  open  in  the  Unitarian  Schoolroom  on  alter¬ 
nate  Monday  afternoons,  where  a  Medical  Officer  in  Charge 
(Dr.  Lees)  attends  for  consultations  upon  children  up  to  the 
age  of  five  years  and  upon  prospective  and  nursing  mothers. 
He  is  assisted  by  the  Health  Visitor  and  a  number  of  voluntary 
lady  helpers.  During  1919,  324  attendances  were  made  by  55 
children,  an  average  of  12*5  per  session.  The  attendance  by 
women  patients  is  very  limited.  Possibly  this  may  increase  in 
time,  but  in  any  town  the  size  of  Knutsford  there  can  only  be 
very  few  women  suffering  from  abnormal  conditions  of  real 
gravity  during  pregnancy  and  lactation. 

(2) .  Home-visiting  by  the  Health  Visitor  (Nurse  Johnstone). 
This  work  is  also  most  efficiently  performed.  During  1919  the 
Health  Visitor  paid  2063  visits  to  children,  786  to  children 
under  l  year,  aud  1277  to  children  from  1  to  5  years  old.  She 
is  now  provided  with  cards,  arranged  to  provide  a  short  record 
of  each  child’s  medical  history  up  to  five  years  of  age,  which 
may  be  of  use  to  the  School  Medical  Inspectors  later  on. 

The  Hospitals  of  Manchester  and  Altrincham  are  accessible 
for  cases  requiring  hospital  treatment. 

Milk  is  being  provided  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  the  Centre  for  a  few  children  who  require  more  than 
their  parents  can  afford  to  provide. 

A  Baby  Show  was  held  in  the  summer,  and  the  judges,  who 
came  from  the  Manchester  Children’s  Hospital,  commented 
most  favourably  on  those  competing. 

A  Garden  Party  for  the  Mothers  attending  the  Centre  was 
given  by  one  of  the  lady  helpers. 

A  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme  should  be  judged  by 
results,  and  such  results  should  be  apparent  after  quite  a  short 
period  of  working.  The  results  obtained  by  the  working  of  the 
Knutsford  Scheme  are  indeed  striking  and  satisfactory. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Figure  in  Knutsford  in  1917  was  68. 
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That  means  that  at  the  rate  of  infantile  mortality  then  existing 
in  Knutsford,  out  of  every  thousand  children  born  sixty-eight 
would  die  before  they  were  one  year  old.  (Even  this  was  a  low 
rate,  compared  with  the  country  as  a  whole). 

In  April,  1 918,  the  Knutsford  Child  Welfare  Scheme  com¬ 
menced  work,  and  although  it  therefore  only  worked  nine 
months  of  the  year,  the  infantile  mortality  dropped  to  44  per 
thousand. 

In  1919  (the  first  whole  year  of  work)  the  infantile  mortality 
was  at  the  very  low  rate  of  13  per  thousand,  that  of  the  country 
as  a  whole  being  89  per  thousand. 

The  figures  are  expressed  as  above  to  correspond  for  pur¬ 
poses  of  comparison  with  other  Districts,  which  express  their 
infantile  mortality  in  the  same  way,  but  as  the  total  number  of 
infants  in  a  town  the  size  of  Knutsford  is  small,  it  will  perhaps 
be  more  instructive  to  the  general  reader  if  I  explain  it  as 
follows: — There  are  in  Knutsford  six  children  alive  to-day  who 
would  have  been  dead  if  the  same  rate  of  infantile  mortality  had 
continued  through  1918  and  1919  as  existed  in  1917.  When  it 
is  remembered  that  this  is  in  addition  to  the  improved  health 
of  many  others,  it  will  be  agreed  by  all  that  the  Knutsford 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme  has  already  shown 
results  which  more  than  justify  its  existence. 

In  an  undertaking  of  this  description,  hard  work,  ability, 
sympathy,  and  other  personal  qualities  of  the  executive  officers 
are  much  more  important  than  administration,  and  I  willingly 
give  most  of  the  credit  of  successful  achievement  to  Dr.  Lees 
and  his  able  helpers.  1  congratulate  them  on  the  results  of 
their  work,  and  I  am  glad  to  have  had  the  privilege  of  being 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  a  Council  whose  members  were 
sufficiently  far-seeing  to  insist,  in  spite  of  outside  pressure,  on 
keeping  this  important  branch  of  Health  Administration  in 
their  own  hands. 


ARTHUR  T.  BLEASE, 

M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S.  Eng.,  L.R.C.P.  Lond. 


